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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

This Office action is responsive to applicant's amendment filed April 6, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The rejection of claims 1-8 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on Ishizuka et al. (U.S. 
Pat. 6,019,802), Toshio et al (JP 10-241685) and Ein-Eli et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,962,166) has been 
withdrawn. 

The rejection of claims 11-14 and 16-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based onNakai et al. 
(U.S. Pat. 5,962,167), Toshio et al. (JP 10-241685) and Ein-Eli et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,962,166) has 
been withdrawn. 

The rejection of claims 1-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) based on Michiko et al (JP 2001- 
015173), either Ishizuka et al. or Nakai et al., Toshio et al. and Ein-Eli et al. has been withdrawn. 

Regarding the withdrawal of the prior art rejections, the examiner notes applicant's 
assertions for non-obviousness and unexpected results as shown by Tables 1 and 2 of the instant 
application. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record 
and to the examiner's knowledge does not teach or render obvious at least to the skilled artisan 
the instant invention regarding an amount of elution of manganese at 5% or less or 7% or less 
wherein the Li/Mn composition ratio is set in a range where the electrode potential to metal 
lithium is 4.8 V or more. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julian Mercado whose telephone number is (571) 272-1289. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan, can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Patrick Ryan 
Supervisory PateiS Examiner 
Technology Center 1 700 



